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TO THE ISLAND
Meaghan Delahunt

A deeply moving and richly textured story about a woman's search for her Greek birthfather in modern day Greece, which takes her on a journey into the dark heart of
contemporary Greek history.

He disappeared. That’s all she really knew
.
In search of her father Andreas, whom she has never met, Lena travels with her small son
from Australia to Greece. On the island of Naxos she finds him, a wary, tormented man living
in self-imposed exile. Slowly Lena unlocks the secrets of her father’s past, and in getting to
know him begins to understand the grim realities of contemporary Greek history. Like many
politically active Greeks, Andreas was arrested and tortured during the rule of the Colonels in
the sixties, disappearing for several years without trace.
Between Us is a book about the impact of larger political events on the lives of ordinary
people, and how political and personal betrayals reverberate across generations. It beautifully
evokes the currents and cross-currents between individuals, within families, and in broader
society. And in Lena and Andreas’s stories, it shows the difficulty in confronting our personal
and collective pasts – and the terrible consequences of being unable to do so.
Meaghan Delahunt is the author of The Red Book (2008) and In the Blue House (2002)
which was nominated for the Orange Prize, won the Saltire First Book Prize, a Scottish Arts
Council Book of the Year prize and a regional Commonwealth Prize. She is an awardwinning short story writer and her stories have been widely anthologised and broadcast on
BBC Radio 4. She lectures in Creative Writing at the University of St Andrews. Born in
Melbourne, Meaghan Delahunt now lives in Edinburgh.

June 2011 · Fiction · 260pp (tbc)

WEL rights: Granta Books
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NIGHT WAKING
Sarah Moss

Historian Anna Bennett has a book to write. She also has an insomniac toddler, a precocious,
death-obsessed seven-year-old, and a frequently-absent ecologist husband who has brought
them all to Colsay, a desolate island in the Hebrides, so he can count the puffins. Ferociously
sleep-deprived, torn between mothering and her desire for the pleasures of work and solitude,
Anna becomes haunted by the discovery of a baby’s skeleton in the garden of their house. Her
narrative is punctuated by letters home, written 200 years before, by May, a young, middleclass midwife desperately trying to introduce modern medicine to the suspicious, insular
islanders.
The lives of these two characters intersect unexpectedly in this deeply moving but also at
times blackly funny story about maternal ambivalence, the way we try to control children, and
about women’s vexed and passionate relationship with work.
Moss’s second novel displays an exciting expansion of her range – showing her to be both an
excellent comic writer, and a novelist of great emotional depth.
Sarah Moss is a lecturer of English and American Literature at the University of Kent and
spent 2009-10 as a visiting lecturer at the University of Reykavik. She co-edits, with Nicola
Humble, the Food series at Manchester University Press, and has a BA, MSc. and DPhil from
Oxford University. Night Waking is her second novel.

February 2011 · Fiction · 386pp

World rights: Granta Books
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CHATTERING
Stories
Louise Stern

‘An amazing debut. Louise Stern's stories range widely, rightly questioning the
sovereignty of language – they come from a vibrantly perceptive sensibility: gentle,
funny and profound. Already, some of these tales are simply masterful examples of the
short story form’ Alan Warner
From Rio to Los Angeles, London to Nassau, Louise Stern’s characters – predominantly
young, restless men and women – find themselves in situations that test their desire for new
experience to the limit. What sets many of them apart is that, like Stern herself, they have
grown up deaf. They communicate via a complicated mixture of sign language, lip-reading,
note-scribbling, guesswork and instinct. Bold and frequently on the brink, Stern’s characters
are found in nightclubs, on rooftops, or in strangers’ cars, navigating the world in a collection
of stories infused with the unfamiliar, the half-grasped and the instantly understood. Louise
Stern is a captivating writer, fully engaged in a world we recognize, but offering, in her
precisely observed, immediate stories, a perspective that is both piercingly insightful and
startlingly new.
Louise Stern was born in 1978 and grew up in Fremont, California. She is the fourth
generation of her family to be born deaf. She works for Sam Taylor-Wood and is the founder
and publisher of Maurice, a contemporary art magazine for children. She has lived in London
since 2002.

Published (June 2010) · Fiction · 208pp

World rights: Granta Books
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THE JOURNEY OF ANDERS
SPARRMAN
Per Wästberg
Translated from the Swedish by Tom Geddes

‘In Per Wästberg’s vividly reimagined life of Anders Sparrman, the great 18th century
discoverer at long last finds the sensitive biographer he has deserved for so long’ André
Brink
‘In a long life of reading I have never encountered anything quite like this sweepingly
original symbiosis of scientific knowledge and curiosity, sensuality, narrative of human
ethos and personality, research into form and significance of nature, written with
thrilling grace’ Nadine Gordimer
‘In this absorbing fusion of biography and imagination, Per Wästberg has taken us
inside the head of a remarkable man … As a reader, I'm grateful for his discovery of
Anders Sparrman; as a writer, I envy it’ Adam Hochschild
This haunting novel is based on the life of Anders Sparrman, the Swedish naturalist, who, in
the second half of the eighteenth century, became the last and youngest disciple of the
scientist Carl Linnaeus. In his quest for new animal and plant specimens, Sparrman sailed to
China at seventeen, joined Captain Cook on his second voyage to Antarctica and Tahiti, and
made a pioneering journey on foot into the South African interior. In South Africa Sparrman
witnessed the terrible cruelties of slavery, which made him a staunch abolitionist for the rest
of his life.
Wästberg uses his own extensive knowledge of South Africa and Sweden to create a strange,
almost mystical narrative, that weaves passages from Sparrman’s letters and journals into his
own spare prose. As he follows Sparrman from innocent student to sceptical adventurer, from
dedicated botanist to militant abolitionist, he evokes the beauty of the Swedish countryside,
the squalid conditions on board ship, the dangers and geographical wonders of Africa and,
finally, the late-flowering passion that overtakes Sparrman’s life. In this magical, poetic
novel, set between the end of the Enlightenment and the dawn of Romanticism, Wästberg’s
narrative combines intellectual precision with emotional power.
Per Wästberg was born in Stockholm in 1933. He founded Swedish Amnesty International
in 1963 and was heavily involved in the anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa. From 1976–
82 he was editor-in-chief of Sweden’s largest daily newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, where he is
still a critic and columnist. He writes novels, poetry and works of political history. He has
been a member of the Nobel Committee since 1998.
Published (May 2010) · Fiction · 416pp
WEL rights: Granta Books
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NON-FICTION

THE EGO TRICK
In Search of the Self
Julian Baggini

A riveting and profound exploration of what the ‘self’ actually is, by Britain’s best-loved
popular philosopher.

Are you still the person who lived 15, 10 or five years ago? 15, 10 or five minutes ago? Can
you plan for your retirement if the you of 30 years hence is in some sense a different person?
What and who is the real you? Does it remain constant over time and place, or is it something
much more fragmented and fluid? Is it known to you, or are you as much a mystery to
yourself as others are to you? With his usual wit, infectious curiosity and bracing scepticism,
Julian Baggini sets out to answer these fundamental and unsettling questions. His fascinating
quest draws on the history of philosophy, but also anthropology, sociology, psychology and
neurology; he talks to theologians, priests, allegedly reincarnated Lamas, and delves into reallife cases of lost memory, personality disorders and personal transformation; and, candidly
and engagingly, he describes his own experiences. After reading The Ego Trick, you will
never see yourself in the same way again.
Julian Baggini is the editor and co-founder of The Philosophers’ Magazine. His books
include Do You Think What You Think You Think? (with Jeremy Stangroom), What’s It All
About? – Philosophy and the Meaning of Life, the bestselling The Pig That Wants to be
Eaten, and Do They Think You’re Stupid?, all published by Granta Books.

March 2011 · Popular philosophy · 272pp

World rights: Granta Books
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THE BUTTERFLY ISLES
A Summer In Search of
Our Emperors and Admirals
Patrick Barkham

‘An engaging story that will transport you to a world of hairstreaks and swallowtails,
where elusive species tease and tantalize, but ultimately reflect the fragile riches of the
British countryside. A rare delight of a book’ Alan Titchmarsh
‘This is “the new nature writing” at its finest. The present you have been wanting to find
for your friend, especially if your friend likes the countryside, but you will need to buy
two because you will want to keep one for yourself’ Sara Maitland
‘The quintessential sense of natural history shines through this superb book’ David
Bellamy
A Butterfly Isles chart’s Patrick Barkham’s journey around Britain to find all 58 species of
British butterfly – from the Large Blue to the Painted Lady, the Chequered Skipper to the
Glanville fritillary – in one summer.
A Butterfly Isles blends natural history with memoir by looking at insects that for hundreds of
years have had a magical hold on our imaginations. The quest was harder than it might seem:
some species are confined to remote parts of Scotland or the West Country or East Anglia.
The numbers of other species fluctuate so wildly that in some summers they seem barely to
hatch out at all. Some fly for a couple of weeks in May; others for less than a dozen days in
August. A few are virtually extinct. As well as describing the journey, Barkham looks back at
the butterfly collectors of the past and ahead to a future in which many of our species may be
lost forever, as butterflies struggle to survive on an overcrowded and overheating island. The
story ends with an extraordinary sighting of the exceedingly rare migrant the Queen of Spain
Fritillary, only 400 of which have ever been spotted in Britain in the past three centuries.
Patrick Barkham was born in 1975 in Norfolk and was educated at Cambridge University.
He is a features writer for the Guardian and lives in London but spends most of his weekends
in Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

October 2010 · Natural History · 304pp (plus 2 x 8pp colour plate sections)

World rights: Granta Books
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MACHIAVELLI’S LAWN
The Great Writers’ Garden
Companion
Mark Crick

‘Crick is a brilliant literary ventriloquist … And you can comfort yourself, as you toil,
that at least you’re in the company of great writers’ Financial Times
More brilliant literary pastiche from the author of Kafka’s Soup and Sartre’s Sink.
In Machiavelli’s Lawn, twelve great authors offer their top tips on gardening. From Sylvia
Plath’s struggles with autumn bulbs, to JD Salinger’s helpful hints on growing from seed:
Machiavelli’s Lawn puts the ‘culture’ back into ‘horticulture’.
In Cormac McCarthy’s hands a landowner’s trip to the potting shed becomes a right of
passage from which he will return transformed. Zola’s striking miner finds life on the
allotment more brutal and short than anything he imagined at the coal face. And
Wodehouse’s hero, anticipating a visit from his aunt, realised that the right choice of
houseplant may well save him from the ignominy of marriage. Inspired, botanically-accurate,
and utterly hilarious, Machiavelli’s Lawn will appeal to green-fingered book lovers
everywhere.
Mark Crick is a photographer and the author of Kafka’s Soup and Sartre’s Sink. He lives in
London.
March 2011 · Non-fiction · 144pp including 12 integrated colour illustrations
WEL rights: Granta Books

Also available:
SARTRE’S SINK: The Great Writers’ Complete Book of DIY

For too long DIY books have suffered the neglect of the literary Establishment.
Finally, here in one volume, are the essential DIY tips of the world’s greatest
writers. Dostoyevsky tells of a young man employed by an elderly lady to
retile her bathroom; the existentialist hero of the Sartre pastiche is both disgusted and
nauseated to discover in a blocked sink the revelation of his own condition. We also learn
how to repair a dripping tap under Conrad’s eyes, replace a window pane with a voyeuristic
Milan Kundera, and hang wallpaper under the watchful eye of Mark Twain.
Non-fiction · 144pp including 14 integrated colour illustrations
WEL rights: Granta Books
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THE BOOK OF BARELY
IMAGINED BEINGS
A Twenty-First Century Bestiary
Caspar Henderson

(Advance material from this work has won both the Royal Society of Literature Jerwood
Award for Non-Fiction 2009 and the Authors’ Foundation Roger Deakin Award)
The Book of Barely Imagined Beings is a bestiary for the twenty-first century, comprising of
twenty six chapters, each one focusing on a wonderful, eclectic array of ‘barely imagined
beings’: creatures that exist but are often so strange or unknown that they could have sprung
from the pages of a medieval bestiary or Pliny’s Natural History.
In each chapter the author digresses with great dexterity, humour and intelligence, using each
‘being’ as way in to exploring our precarious relationship with the natural world, to better
imagine ourselves and the world around us. The book is also a passionate celebration of
wonder and beauty, and recognition of the world’s ‘ghost species’, the walking dead
threatened by extinction.
Caspar Henderson has been a journalist and editor with various publications and
broadcasters, including BBC Radio 4, The Financial Times, The Independent, Nature, New
Scientist and openDemocracy (where he was senior editor for three years). He is a past
recipient of an IUCN-Reuters award for best environmental reporting in Western Europe. And
he has worked as a consultant and advisor with leading voluntary organisations, government
and international agencies. He co-authored Our Fragile Earth (2005, New Internationalist)
and was the commissioning editor for Debating Globalization (2005, Polity).

January 2012 · Non-fiction · 368pp plus illustrations

World rights: Granta Books
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MAP OF A NATION
A Biography of the Ordnance Survey
Rachel Hewitt
‘Everyone fond of our landscape has ample cause to bless the
accuracy and beauty of our Ordnance maps. The tale of their
making is as romantic as the maps themselves, and Rachel
Hewitt … has managed to tell the story with an affection and
enthusiasm that is utterly infectious. Moreover, the book itself
is an impeccably-designed work of art too – an OS map of its own’ Simon Winchester,
author of The Map that Changed the World
‘Rachel Hewitt possesses the rare gift of being able to bring her subject to life. Her vivid
rendition of the story of the mapping of Britain is not only a fitting and timely tribute to
the unsung heroes of the early days of the Ordnance Survey; it is also a lively,
absorbing, informative read that will hold the reader's attention from start to finish’
Jeremy Harwood, author of To the Ends of the Earth: 100 Maps that Changed the World
‘The creation of the charming one-inch OS maps, with their lovely contours and homely
symbols, was not a stroll in the countryside. The heroic efforts and scientific ingenuity
that went in to mapping Britain are recounted in Rachel Hewitt's lively history which
gives colour and context to an epic story’ Gavin Weightman, author of The Industrial
Revolutionaries
‘As an energetic runner as well as a scholarly historian, Rachel Hewitt brings personal
enthusiasm to her study of the Ordnance Survey’s history. Herself captivated by the
mystique of maps, Hewitt has unearthed fascinating stories about the multifarious
cartographers who created the iconic two-dimensional guide to Britain’s landscape that
has delighted generations of ramblers’ Patricia Fara, author of Science: A Four Thousand
Year History
Map of a Nation tells the fascinating story of the Ordnance Survey map – the first complete,
accurate, affordable map of the British Isles – and the men who dreamt and drafted it, through
the political revolutions, rebellions and unions that altered the nation’s shape and identity
over the 18th and 19th centuries.
Rachel Hewitt brings to life the period and key individuals in a deliciously readable account
of one of the great untold adventure stories, featuring brass theodolites being hauled up
mountains and exciting new cartographic techniques. Map of a Nation is written with great
storytelling verve impressive scholarship. It tells a fascinating tale of revolution both
scientific and political, and evokes the excitement of a nation coming into focus to itself for
the first time.
Rachel Hewitt won the prestigious Jerwood Award for her Map of a Nation proposal and
completed her doctoral thesis on the subject at the University of London in 2008. She is
currently a Research Fellow at Queen Mary and Westfield.
October 2010 · Non-fiction · 404pp plus illustrations
WEL Rights: Granta Books
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INCOMING!
Or, Why We Should Stop Worrying
And Learn to Love the Meteorite

We imagine meteorites as bringers of death and destruction, but in this riveting and
lively challenge to orthodox thinking, Ted Nield describes how meteorites may have
helped create life on earth.
Astonishing new research suggests that 470 million years ago, a stupendous collision in the
Asteroid Belt (whose débris is still falling today) bombarded the Earth with meteorites of all
sizes. A revolutionary idea is emerging that the resulting ecological disturbance may have
been responsible for the single greatest increase in biological diversity since the origin of
complex life – the hitherto unexplained Great Ordovician Biodiversity Event.
Introducing these fresh discoveries to a wider public for the first time, Ted Nield challenges
the orthodox view that meteorite strikes are always bad news for life on Earth. He argues that
one of the most widely known scientific theories – that dinosaurs were wiped out by a strike
65 million years ago – isn’t the whole picture, and that the causes of the end Cretaceous mass
extinction (of which the dinosaurs’ demise was a part) were much more varied and complex.
Meteorites have been the stuff of legend throughout human history, interpreted as omens of
doom or objects of power. But only in the 18th Century, when the study of falling space
débris became a science, were meteorites used to unlock the mysteries of our universe.
Incoming! traces the history of meteorites from the first recorded strike to the video
recordings made routinely today, showing how our interpretations of meteorites have varied
according to the age in which they fall, and how meteorite impacts were given fresh urgency
with the advent of the atom bomb. Introducing a wealth of fascinating characters alongside
extraordinary new research, Ted Nield has written the perfect introduction to the science and
history of ‘the falling sky’.
Ted Nield holds a doctorate in geology and works for the Geological Society of London as
Editor of the monthly magazine Geoscientist. He is past Chair of the Association of British
Science Writers and is a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations International Year of
Planet Earth. He is a Fellow of the Geological Society and a member of the Meteoritical
Society. His first book, Supercontinent, was published to wide acclaim in 2007. He lives in
London.

January 2011 · Non-fiction · 272pp

WEL rights: Granta Books
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LOOKING FOR
TRANSWONDERLAND
In Search of Nigeria’s Wonders
Noo Saro-Wiwa

As a child Noo Saro-Wiwa lived with her mother and siblings in England and was
less than enthusiastic about her family’s annual summer holidays to Nigeria, bitterly
envying her friends who got to ride banana boats in Barbados or eat pizzas by the
Spanish Steps in Rome. She viewed her home country as an annoying parallel
universe where she had to relinquish all her creature comforts and sense of
individuality. Then in 1995 her father, activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, was murdered by the
military dictatorship and that shocking event ended her visits to Nigeria.
Ten years later she decided to return to the country her father loved and during the
course of her travels she found it to be far more beautiful and varied than she had
imagined. In Looking For Transwonderland she takes us from the exuberant chaos of
Lagos to the calm beauty of the eastern mountains; from the eccentricity of a Nigerian
dog show to the empty Transwonderland Amusement Park, Nigeria’s decrepit and
deserted answer to Disneyland; from the thick tropical rainforest to ancient palaces
and monuments. But most engagingly of all she introduces us to the people she meets,
and, with a mixture of pride and exasperation, gives us hilarious insights into the
Nigerian character.
Noo Saro-Wiwa was born in Nigeria in 1976 and raised in England. She attended
King’s College London and Columbia University in New York and has written travel
guides for Rough Guide and Lonely Planet. She currently lives in London.

November 2011 · Travel / Memoir · 272pp (tbc)

World rights: Granta Books
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THIS PARTY’S GOT
TO STOP
A Memoir
Rupert Thomson

‘A completely brilliant book. Spikily funny, very dark and beautifully constructed’
Robert Macfarlane
‘I read this entire memoir with my breath held. It’s a piece of writing so desperately
honest, so full of warmth and unease and emotional daring, that you can’t help but be
pulled along … He’s written about families at their rawest, sweetest, most disconcerting.
And he’s done it with love. I don’t see what writers can do that is more important – or
for that matter, more loving – than that’ Julie Myerson, Observer
‘Darkly comic, disturbing, strange and ultimately humane, Thomson’s is a memoir that
discovers love and human kindness in the most unexpected places’ Telegraph
‘Peculiar, unsettling, disturbing – this is a memoir sure to delight fans of puzzles and
students of psychology’ The Scotsman
One hot July day when Rupert Thomson was only eight years old, his mother dramatically
and unexpectedly collapsed and died on a tennis court in the middle of a doubles game. In this
beautiful, raw and funny memoir Thomson returns to the site of this devastating event and
tells the story of how he and his two brothers, Robin and Rory, came to terms with the death
of their parents – their father died when they were in their twenties, after a long struggle with
lung disease. Not long after his death, Rupert and his youngest brother Rory become
estranged and for over twenty years, they stop communicating with each other.
In this beautiful and honest memoir about a family in crisis, Rupert Thomson brilliantly
captures the mixture of murderousness and love that characterises sibling relationships, the
devastating effect of the loss of a parent on a child and the ways secrets and silences work in a
family. Like Alexander Masters’ Stuart: A Life Backwards, it is irreverently funny and
emotionally honest; you don’t know if you’re going to be laughing or crying from one page to
the next.
Rupert Thomson has published eight highly acclaimed novels, among them Air and Fire and
The Insult, both of which were shortlisted for major literary awards. His most recent novel,
Death of a Murderer, was shortlisted for Costa Novel of the Year, and was also selected by
World Book Day in its ‘The Book to Talk About 2008’ contest.

Published (April 2010) · Non-fiction · 272pp

WEL rights: Granta Books
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