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GRANTA

NON-FICTION

THE EGO TRICK
In Search of the Self
Julian Baggini

A riveting and profound exploration of what the ‘self’ actually is, by Britain’s best-loved
popular philosopher.

Are you still the person who lived 15, 10 or five years ago? 15, 10 or five minutes ago? Can
you plan for your retirement if the you of 30 years hence is in some sense a different person?
What and who is the real you? Does it remain constant over time and place, or is it something
much more fragmented and fluid? Is it known to you, or are you as much a mystery to
yourself as others are to you? With his usual wit, infectious curiosity and bracing scepticism,
Julian Baggini sets out to answer these fundamental and unsettling questions. His fascinating
quest draws on the history of philosophy, but also anthropology, sociology, psychology and
neurology; he talks to theologians, priests, allegedly reincarnated Lamas, and delves into reallife cases of lost memory, personality disorders and personal transformation; and, candidly
and engagingly, he describes his own experiences. After reading The Ego Trick, you will
never see yourself in the same way again.
Julian Baggini is the editor and co-founder of The Philosophers’ Magazine. His books
include Do You Think What You Think You Think? (with Jeremy Stangroom), What’s It All
About? – Philosophy and the Meaning of Life, the bestselling The Pig That Wants to be
Eaten, and Do They Think You’re Stupid?, all published by Granta Books.

March 2011 · Popular philosophy · 272pp

World rights: Granta Books

Material: first proof due end of November 2010
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GRANTA

THE BUTTERFLY ISLES
A Summer In Search of
Our Emperors and Admirals
Patrick Barkham

‘A rare delight of a book’ Alan Titchmarsh
‘The quintessential sense of natural history shines through this superb book’ David
Bellamy
‘This is “the new nature writing” at its finest. The present you have been wanting to find
for your friend, especially if your friend likes the countryside, but you will need to buy
two because you will want to keep one for yourself’ Sara Maitland

Butterflies animate our summers but the 59 species found in the British Isles can be
surprisingly elusive. Some bask unseen at the top of trees in London parks; others lurk at the
bottom of damp bogs in Scotland. A few survive for months while other ephemeral creatures
only fly for three days. Several are virtually extinct. This bewitching book charts Patrick
Barkham’s quest to find each of them – from the Adonis Blue to the Dingy Skipper – in one
unforgettable summer.
Barkham brings alive the extraordinary physical beauty and amusingly diverse character of
our butterflies. He witnesses a swarming invasion of Painted Ladies, experiences the curse of
the Purple Emperor, makes a euphoric sighting of an exceedingly rare migrant and as summer
draws to a close, suffers from butterfly burnout. He meets some deeply knowledgeable and
eccentric butterfly obsessives and reconnects with lovely, overlooked corners of our
countryside. As he goes, he looks back at the butterfly collectors of the past and ahead to a
future in which many of our butterflies will struggle to survive on an overcrowded and
overheating island.
Wry, attentive, full of infectious delight and curiosity, written with a beautifully light touch,
The Butterfly Isles will become a classic of British nature writing.
Patrick Barkham was born in 1975 in Norfolk and was educated at Cambridge University.
He is a features writer for the Guardian and lives in London but spends most of his weekends
in Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
October 2010 · Natural History · 304pp (plus 2 x 8pp colour plate sections)
World rights: Granta Books
Material: finished copies and pre-publication quotes available now
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GRANTA

THE BOOK OF BARELY
IMAGINED BEINGS
A Twenty-First Century Bestiary
Caspar Henderson

(Advance material from this work has won both the Royal Society of Literature Jerwood
Award for Non-Fiction 2009 and the Authors’ Foundation Roger Deakin Award)
A bestiary for the twenty-first century, comprising of twenty six chapters, each one focusing
on a wonderful, eclectic array of ‘barely imagined beings’, creatures that exist but are often so
strange or unknown that they could have sprung from the pages of a medieval bestiary or
Pliny’s Natural History.
In each chapter the author digresses with great dexterity, humour and intelligence, using each
‘being’ as way in to exploring our precarious relationship with the natural world, to better
imagine ourselves and the world around us. The book is also a passionate celebration of
wonder and beauty, and recognition of the world’s ‘ghost species’, the walking dead
threatened by extinction.
Caspar Henderson has been a journalist and editor with various publications and
broadcasters, including BBC Radio 4, The Financial Times, The Independent, Nature, New
Scientist and openDemocracy (where he was senior editor for three years). He is a past
recipient of an IUCN-Reuters award for best environmental reporting in Western Europe. And
he has worked as a consultant and advisor with leading voluntary organizations, government
and international agencies. He co-authored Our Fragile Earth (2005, New Internationalist)
and was the commissioning editor for Debating Globalization (2005, Polity).

January 2012 · Natural History / Memoir · 368pp plus illustrations (tbc)

World rights: Granta Books

Material: first proof due end of July 2011
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GRANTA

ANDES
Michael Jacobs

‘In this captivating account, Michael Jacobs is our very own never-sit-still guide on an
idiosyncratic journey through the great South American mountain range. Moving
through the dramatic Andean landscape on a terrifying series of near-fatal bus trips,
Jacobs falls easily into the company of personable strangers and goes dancing in
backstreet clubs where the bouncers wear balaclavas. All the while, he ruminates wryly
and eruditely about life, Bolivar, art and literature. In the hands of Jacobs, who is
clearly something of a latter-day Renaissance man, Andes has all the makings of a
modern travel classic’ Jon Lee Anderson
For centuries, the Andes have caught the imagination of travelers, inspiring fear and wonder.
The groundbreaking scientist Alexander von Humboldt claimed that ‘everything here is
grander and more majestic than in the Swiss Alps, the Pyrenees, the Carpathians, the
Appenines, and all the other mountains I have known.’ Rivalled in height only by the
Himalayas and stretching for over 4,500 miles, the sheer immensity of the Andes is matched
by its concentration of radically contrasting scenery and climates, and the rich and diverse
cultures of the people who live there.
In this remarkable book, Michael Jacobs journeys across seven different countries, from the
balmy Caribbean to the inhospitable islands of the Tierra del Fuego, through the relics of
ancient civilisations and the remnants of colonial rule, retracing the footsteps of previous
travellers. His route begins in Venezuela, following the path of the great 19th Century
revolutionary Simón Bolívar, but soon diversifies to include accounts from sources as varied
as Humboldt, the young Charles Darwin and Bolívar’s extraordinary and courageous mistress,
Manuela Saenz. On his way Jacobs uncovers the stories of those who have shared his
fascination and discovers the secrets of a region steeped in history, science and myth.
Michael Jacobs was born in Italy and studied Art History at the Courtauld Institute in
London. He is the author of several travel books, and was short-listed for the 2004 Thomas
Cook prize. He lives in Spain and London.
Published (May 2010) · Travel / History · 450pp
World rights: Granta Books
Rights sold: US (Counterpoint)
Material: finished copies and reviews available now
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GRANTA

CONVICTIONS
My Life with a Good Communist
Jo Langer

A searingly honest and moving memoir of a young woman’s political awakening and
disillusionment, and a gripping first-person account of life in Communist
Czechoslovakia.
Jo Langer was an idealistic teenager in 1940s Hungary when she began a correspondence
course in Marxism. Her tutor was Oskar Langer, a committed young communist from the
former Czechoslovakia. They eventually met and married, and Jo left her bourgeois
upbringing behind to become part of the new Socialist future in Bratislava. But when Oskar, a
respected economist and party-member, was arrested and imprisoned, Jo was immediately
stripped of her home and her job. She spent the next ten years eking out a life for herself and
her two daughters in near-impossible conditions. Convictions is Jo’s compelling memoir of
that time, told without sensationalism, but with candour and wit. It is the story of an
immensely courageous, resourceful young woman, a portrait of a marriage, and a tale of
survival in a totalitarian state. At its heart it is a demand for people to come before politics,
and a protest against the terrible human consequences of unquestioning convictions and blind
faith.
Jo Langer was born in Budapest in 1912. In 1934 she married Oskar Langer and moved to
his homeland, Czechoslovakia. In 1938 they escaped the Holocaust by emigrating to the US,
returning to Czechoslovakia after the war. Oskar Langer was arrested and imprisoned in 1951,
and died not long after his release ten years later. After the Soviet invasion in 1968, Jo Langer
emigrated with her family once more, this time to Sweden. She died in 1990.

March 2011 · Memoir · 240pp

World rights: Granta Books (previously sold in Spain, France and Slovakia)

Material: first proof available now
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GRANTA

LOOKING FOR
TRANSWONDERLAND
In Search of Nigeria’s Wonders
Noo Saro-Wiwa

As a child Noo Saro-Wiwa lived with her mother and siblings in England and was
less than enthusiastic about her family’s annual summer holidays to Nigeria, bitterly
envying her friends who got to ride banana boats in Barbados or eat pizzas by the
Spanish Steps in Rome. She viewed her home country as an annoying parallel
universe where she had to relinquish all her creature comforts and sense of
individuality. Then in 1995 her father, activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, was murdered by the
military dictatorship and that shocking event ended her visits to Nigeria.
Ten years later she decided to return to the country her father loved and during the
course of her travels she found it to be far more beautiful and varied than she had
imagined. In Looking For Transwonderland she takes us from the exuberant chaos of
Lagos to the calm beauty of the eastern mountains; from the eccentricity of a Nigerian
dog show to the empty Transwonderland Amusement Park, Nigeria’s decrepit and
deserted answer to Disneyland; from the thick tropical rainforest to ancient palaces
and monuments. But most engagingly of all she introduces us to the people she meets,
and, with a mixture of pride and exasperation, gives us hilarious insights into the
Nigerian character.
Noo Saro-Wiwa was born in Nigeria in 1976 and raised in England. She attended
King’s College London and Columbia University in New York and has written travel
guides for Rough Guide and Lonely Planet. She currently lives in London.

December 2011 · Travel / Memoir · 272pp (tbc)

World rights: Granta Books

Material: first proof due January 2011
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GRANTA

LONDON NOW
An Oral History of London
Craig Taylor

Inspired by classic works of oral history by Studs Terkel and popular contemporary accounts
of cities like Suketu Mehta’s Maximum City: Bombay, this is a narrative portrait of London
and its people today told through the voices of Londoners themselves. From a pinstriped City
office worker to a Bangladeshi street cleaner, a West End rickshaw driver to an East End
phonecard vendor, a Smithfield butcher to a stuntman who has thrown himself off every
bridge in the city, and many more; London Now captures the dynamism of one of the most
robust cities in the world.
Craig Taylor is a journalist and playwright. His work has appeared in the Guardian, the New
York Times, the Globe and Mail and the Mississippi Review. He also publishes Hamish
Hamilton’s Five Dials magazine as well as his own photocopied magazines, including The
Review of Everything I’ve Ever Encountered and Dark Tales of Clapham. He is the author of
two previous books: Return to Akenfield (Granta, 2006) and One Million Tiny Plays About
Britain (Bloomsbury, 2009). Originally from western Canada, he lives in London.

October 2011 · Current Affairs · 326pp (tbc)

World rights: Granta Books

Rights sold: US / Canada (Ecco / HarperCollins)

Material: proposal available now; first proof due June 2011
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GRANTA

FICTION

NIGHT WAKING
Sarah Moss

Historian Anna Bennett has a book to write. She also has an insomniac toddler, a precocious,
death-obsessed seven-year-old, and a frequently-absent ecologist husband who has brought
them all to Colsay, a desolate island in the Hebrides, so he can count the puffins. Ferociously
sleep-deprived, torn between mothering and her desire for the pleasures of work and solitude,
Anna becomes haunted by the discovery of a baby’s skeleton in the garden of their house. Her
narrative is punctuated by letters home, written 200 years before, by May, a young, middleclass midwife desperately trying to introduce modern medicine to the suspicious, insular
islanders. The lives of these two characters intersect unexpectedly in this deeply moving but
also at times blackly funny story about maternal ambivalence, the way we try to control
children, and about women’s vexed and passionate relationship with work.
Moss’s second novel displays an exciting expansion of her range – showing her to be both an
excellent comic writer, and a novelist of great emotional depth.
Sarah Moss is a lecturer of English and American Literature at the University of Kent and
spent 2009-10 as a visiting lecturer at the University of Reykavik. She co-edits, with Nicola
Humble, the Food series at Manchester University Press, and has a BA, MSc. and DPhil from
Oxford University. Night Waking is her second novel.
February 2011 · Fiction · 386pp · World rights: Granta Books · Material: edited m/s available
at the end of Sept, first proof available at the end of October 2010

By the same author:
COLD EARTH
‘One of the most powerful and gripping debut novels I have ever read’
Scarlett Thomas
Published (June 2009) · Fiction · 224pp
Rights sold: Holland (Artemis & Co); Spain (Duomo Ediciones); US (Counterpoint)
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GRANTA

CHILDREN OF THE SUN
Max Schaefer

‘A very original debut and a very compulsive read, Children of the Sun had me hooked
from the first page to the last’ David Peace
‘Children of the Sun is set among thugs in a mean, arid London landscape, yet
thematically it occupies ground worthy of Mishima or Visconti … This is a very
intriguing, involving and provocative novel, structurally smart, sociologically
fascinating, and written in confident, sinuous prose’ Richard Kelly
‘Schaefer’s novel gives a fascinating insight into a dark episode of British history that
some parts of the country seem to be returning to … Real events and people are subtly
woven into fiction … [ an] excellent debut’ Spectator
‘Schaefer is an immensely talented writer; his descriptions are lyrical and his dialogue is
excellent’ Attitude
It is 1970, and 14-year-old Tony becomes seduced by the skinhead movement, sucked into a
world of brutal racist violence in which he must hide his homosexuality. In 2003, James, an
aspiring screenwriter, begins a research project on the far right in Britain, fascinated by its
secret gay membership. As we follow Tony through the seventies, eighties and nineties, as the
far right movement splinters, every encounter remains explosively risky. James, meanwhile,
dangerously immersed in his research, begins to receive threats. This is a novel of unblinking
honesty and deep feeling, an extraordinary portrait of an alien Britain in which the lives of
two very different heroes unforgettably intersect…
Max Schaefer was born in London in 1974 and studied at Cambridge and Harvard. He
worked for some years at the British Film Institute in filmographic research, then in various
media and technology positions. He is now training to become a barrister.

Published (February 2010) · Fiction · 400pp incl. 25 b/w illustrations
World rights: Granta Books
Rights sold: US (Soft Skull)
Material: finished copies and reviews available now
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GRANTA

CHATTERING: STORIES
Louise Stern

‘An amazing debut. Louise Stern’s stories range widely, rightly questioning the
sovereignty of language – they come from a vibrantly perceptive sensibility: gentle,
funny and profound. Already, some of these tales are simply masterful examples of the
short story form’ Alan Warner
‘Stern is a remarkably gifted writer and this is a superb collection of stories. Stern
writes in a wonderfully sharp and vivid style and she knows how to tell a story with
immense pace and charm’ MJ Hyland
From Rio to Los Angeles, London to Nassau, Louise Stern’s characters – predominantly
young, restless men and women – find themselves in situations that test their desire for new
experience to the limit. What sets many of them apart is that, like Stern herself, they have
grown up deaf. They communicate via a complicated mixture of sign language, lip-reading,
note-scribbling, guesswork and instinct. Bold and frequently on the brink, Stern’s characters
are found in nightclubs, on rooftops, or in strangers’ cars, navigating the world in a collection
of stories infused with the unfamiliar, the half-grasped and the instantly understood. Louise
Stern is a captivating writer, fully engaged in a world we recognize, but offering, in her
precisely observed, immediate stories, a perspective that is both piercingly insightful and
startlingly new.
Louise Stern was born in 1978 and grew up in Fremont, California. She is the fourth
generation of her family to be born deaf. She works for Sam Taylor-Wood and is the founder
and publisher of Maurice, a contemporary art magazine for children. She has lived in London
since 2002.

Published (June 2010) · Fiction · 208pp

World rights: Granta Books

Material: finished copies and reviews available now
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GRANTA

Granta 113:
BEST OF YOUNG
SPANISH LANGUAGE
NOVELISTS
Edited by John Freeman

‘A stunning contribution to contemporary literature’ Newsweek
‘Quite simply, the most impressive literary magazine of its time’ Daily Telegraph
‘A swashbuckling literary periodical’ Vanity Fair
‘The last word in literary chic’ Sunday Telegraph
‘A wonderful thing. Only The New Yorker has an equivalent power to snare you
unawares, and you can’t fit that into your coat pocket’ Time Out

From Borges to García Márquez, Vargas Llosa, Marías or Bolaño, the Spanish language has
given us some of the 20th century’s most beloved writers. But as the reach of Spanish culture
extends far beyond Spain and Latin America, and the US tilts towards a majority Hispanic
population, the time is right to ask who and what is next in Spanish-language fiction?
In this, the first translated issue of Granta’s ‘Best of Young Novelists’, a distinguished panel
of six judges – Edgardo Cozarinsky, Isabel Hilton, Francisco Goldman, Mercedes Monmany,
and Granta en Español’s publishers, Valerie Miles and Aurelio Major – looks to new writing
across the Spanish-speaking world and asks, ‘Who are the most promising novelists telling
the stories from the old and new worlds today?’
Granta 113, published simultaneously in Spain as Los mejores narradores jovenes en
español, will showcase the work of 22 promising new writers. Granta’s previous ‘Best of
Young Novelists’ issues have been startlingly accurate crystal balls – first calling attention to
the work of writers from Salman Rushdie to Jonathan Franzen to Zadie Smith. Here, for the
first time in translation, we will again attempt to predict the stars of the future.
November 2010 · Fiction · 256pp

World rights: Granta Magazine
Material: first proof available from 1st October 2010
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PORTOBELLO

NON-FICTION

SOMETHING FIERCE
A Memoir of a Revolutionary
Daughter
Carmen Aguirre

A darkly comic memoir of a young woman’s militancy in the Movement of the Revolutionary
Left – the underground political movement in 1980s Chile.
After five years of living in Canada as a Chilean exile, Aguirre’s mother made a choice.
Unlike most women who sent their children to Cuba to be cared for when they joined the
revolution, Aguirre’s mother kept her children with her and raised them underground in South
America. Together, elevenyear-old Aguirre and her young sister, Ale, find themselves in La
Paz, Bolivia, where they begin their secret lives. Here, her mother and stepfather run a safe
house for resistance members, and Aguirre is quickly immersed in the underground life. By
her teenage years she decides that she too will fight for the revolution. At 18, Aguirre joins
the MIR, the Movement of the Revolutionary Left, an organization operating underground.
As a young member of the resistance, Aguirre lived in constant fear—fear of torture, fear of a
hideous death, fear of betraying her comrades. The darkly comic narrative reveals a constant
state of inner and outer tension as Aguirre struggles to reconcile her commitment to the
movement with the desires of her youth and her budding sexuality. Something Fierce is a
first-hand account of the inner struggle of political commitment clashing with personal desire,
while living in a state of terror.
Carmen Aguirre is a writer and theatre artist who has worked extensively in North and
South America. She has written or co-written 15 plays, including The Trigger, which was
nominated for the prestigious Siminovitch Prize. Aguirre has over 60 film, TV, and stage
acting credits, including a lead role in the independent feature Quinceanera, winner of the
Grand Jury Prize at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival. Something Fierce is her first book.

October 2011 · Memoir / Politics · 336pp (tbc)

Translation rights: Portobello Books (in conjunction with Douglas & McIntyre Ltd)

Material: first proof due end of November 2010
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PORTOBELLO AFRICA

WHITEOUT
Africa From the Inside
Kevin Bloom and Richard Poplak

While the West sleeps, China buys up the continent of Africa wholesale. One imperial age
dies out in lethargic ignominy; another begins with fierce resolve.
Whiteout is a unique trans-Africa journey undertaken by two of South Africa’s foremost
young journalists, at once an investigative travelogue and a cultural exploration of a rapidly
changing social and political landscape. The objective of the trip is as new as it is urgent: to
encounter the remaining white colonial communities in Africa, to understand their
disappearing histories, and to posit their rise and fall against the advance of the Chinese.
Whiteout is a non-fiction adventure that straddles two worlds—one disappearing, the other
fast gaining ground. Its narrative exists within the deep tension inherent in this unique
moment in Africa’s history.
Kevin Bloom is an award-winning journalist, editor and author. His first book, Ways of
Staying, is also published by Portobello Books.
Richard Poplak trained as a filmmaker and fine artist and is the author of Ja, No, Man

and The Sheikh’s Batmobile.
January 2013 · Travel / Reportage / Memoir · 240pp
Material: proposal available

Also available:
WAYS OF STAYING by Kevin Bloom
‘Kevin Bloom is that rare creature – a local journalist who kept his head
and a measure of cool objectivity even as South Africa teetered on the
brink of madness. His book betrays familiarity with the darkest corners
of our collective psyche, but he somehow renders the mess we’re in with
the lucid detachment of a New Yorker writer. This is a vanishingly rare
achievement. Bloom’s tales of who we are and how we got here should be read by
everyone contemplating the agonising question that follows: where are we going?’ Rian
Malan
Published (April 2010) · Memoir / Current Affairs · 240pp
World rights (excl South Africa): Portobello Books · Material: finished copies and reviews
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THE SKY WEPT FIRE
My Life as a Chechen Freedom
Fighter
Mikail Eldin
Translated by Anna Gunin

On the eve of the first Chechen war, Mikail Eldin was a young and naïve arts journalist. By
the end of the second war, he had become a battle-hardened war reporter and mountain
partisan who had endured torture and imprisonment in a concentration camp. His compelling
memoir traces the unfolding of the conflict from day one, with vivid scenes right from the
heart of the war. The Sky Wept Fire presents a unique glimpse into the lives of the Chechen
resistance, providing testimony of great historical value. Yet it is not merely the story of the
battle for Chechnya: this is the story of the battle within the heart, the struggle to conquer
fear, hold on to faith and preserve one’s humanity.
Eldin was fated to witness key events in Chechnya’s history: from the first day of the attack
on Grozny, and the full-scale Russian invasion that followed it, to the siege of Grozny five
years later that razed the city to the ground and has been compared to the destruction of
Dresden. Resurrecting these memories with a poet’s eye, Eldin observes the sights, the sounds
and smells of war. Having fled Grozny along with droves of refugees, he joins the defending
army, yet he always considers his role as that of journalist and witness. Shortly after joining
the Chechen resistance, Eldin is captured in the mountains. He undergoes barbaric torture as
his captors attempt to break his will. They fail to make him talk, and he is eventually
transferred to a concentration camp. There a new struggle awaits him: the battle to overcome
his own suicidal thoughts and ensuing insanity.
Mikail Eldin worked as a journalist, before taking up arms himself in the conflict with
Russia. He eventually left Chechnya in fear for his life and secured political asylum in
Norway, where he now lives.
Anna Gunin is a translator who read Russian at Bristol University. She has translated plays
for the Royal Court, co-translated a film, and her translations of short stories and poems have
appeared in various journals and anthologies. Her translation of German Sadulaev’s novel I
am a Chechen! is published by Harvill Secker.

August 2011 · Memoir / Military history · 304pp

World rights (excluding Norwegian, Russian, Chechen, Georgian, Ukrainian languages):
Portobello Books
Material: outline available now; edited ms available April 2011
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PORTOBELLO

NO MORE SILLY LOVE SONGS
A Realist’s Guide to Romance
Anouchka Grose

‘This is not a guidebook on how to love more successfully – it’s more an exploration of
the territory. Grose provides a hugely entertaining account that aims to make you think
differently about the machinations of love’ Time Out
Falling in love is a complicated, messy, mad endeavour – and staying in love is even worse.
But even though we know that it will probably all end in tears (or, at best, tight-lipped
tolerance) we continue to pursue it, believe in it, and lose sleep and friends over it. In this
nimble and original exploration of love’s hidden motivations and hideous manifestations,
Anouchka Grose tries to get to the heart of its hold over us, along the way examining
relationships between famous couples from Amy and Blake to Antony and Cleopatra, and
drawing on personal anecdotes and medical case studies, as well as the love affairs celebrated
in books, films and music, and the theories about love offered by philosophy, psychoanalysis,
anthropology, and a spot of light neurobiology.
Anouchka Grose is the author of two novels, Darling Daisy and Ringing for You (both
published by Flamingo) and is a trained psychoanalyst and self-confessed realistic-romantic.
This is her first work of adult non-fiction.

Published (January 2010) · Popular Psychology · 304pp

World rights: Portobello Books

Rights sold: US / Canada (Tin House)

Material: finished copies and reviews available (please note this edition has a different cover)
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PORTOBELLO

IT COULD BE WORSE, YOU
COULD BE ME
Ariel Leve

‘Original, insightful and sharp… a very funny book’ Joan Rivers
‘It might seem strange that I approve of Ariel’s doom-mongering, but actually, her
hilarious and addictive honesty comes closer to the secret of optimism than she would
probably care to admit! Immensely enjoyable’ Laurence Shorter, author of The Optimist
Hypochondriac, neurotic, habitual sweater-of-the-small-stuff, Cassandra is one of life’s
losers. She counts it a good day if she manages to get out of bed. If someone should ask:
what’s the worst that can happen? She has a ready-made list and lives in permanent fear of
what’s to come. But at least, as a pessimist, she’s fully prepared for any eventuality: people
who see the glass half full are only a spill away from disappointment. Whether you’ve been
dumped by the love of your life, lost your job, said the wrong thing at a party or forgotten to
have children, Cassandra is there to remind you that it could be worse … you could be her.
Ariel Leve is an award-winning journalist with the Sunday Times Magazine. Her weekly
column, Cassandra, ran for five years, appearing first in the Guardian, then in the Sunday
Times. She currently writes a column for the Observer Food Monthly. Her work has appeared
in the Guardian, Vogue, Esquire, the New York Observer, Elle, the Evening Standard, and
Granta.com. She is based in London and New York. For as long as she can remember, she’s
been worrying. www.ariel-leve.com

Originally published in hardcover as The Cassandra Chronicles (August 2009).

Memoir / Humour · 256pp

World rights: Portobello Books

Rights sold: US / Canada (Harper Perennial), TV rights optioned to Cinefix Studios

Material: finished copies and reviews available
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PORTOBELLO

FICTION

THE PROOF OF LOVE
Catherine Hall

A triumphant second novel from the author whose debut, Days of Grace, was loved by
thousands of readers and hailed as ‘Sarah Waters meets Daphne du Maurier’.
During the long hot summer of 1976, a brilliant young Cambridge mathematician arrives in a
remote village in the Lake District and takes on a job as a farm labourer. Painfully awkward
and shy, Spencer Little is viewed with suspicion by the community and his only real
friendship is with scruffy, clever ten-year-old Alice. When he saves Alice from a wild-fire,
the locals at last begin to accept him, but as he is drawn deeper into their lives, he also
becomes aware of their secrets – and of the difficulty of keeping his own. As the heat-wave
intensifies and the web of complicity tightens around him, it becomes clear that Spencer will
eventually have to make a choice: between passion and logic, and between loyalty and truth...
Catherine Hall was born in the Lake District in 1973. She worked in documentary film
production before becoming a freelance writer and editor for a range of charities specialising
in human rights and development. Her first novel was Days of Grace (Portobello, 2008).
April 2011 · Fiction · 224pp
Translation rights: Portobello Books
Material: edited ms available now; first proof due in November

By the same author:

DAYS OF GRACE
‘Ghosts both contemporary (Sarah Waters) and classic (Daphne du
Maurier) hover around this striking and, finally, chilling novel of wartime
passion and repression … her writing has a terse and fierce precision that
tightens into tragic fury’ Boyd Tonkin, Independent
Published (February 2009) · Fiction · 304pp · finished copies and reviews available now
Rights sold: US / Canada (Viking), Holland (De Bezige Bij); China – simple (Hubei Tianyi),
China – complex (Cite Publishing Ltd), UK large print (BBC); UK audio (Oakhill)
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PORTOBELLO

THE BABY OF BELLEVILLE
Anne Marsella

Jane de la Rochefoucault has just brought her firstborn home to her flat in Paris and her world
is in chaos. As well as the nappies, the night-time gurgling, and the constant feeding, she can
barely move for packing cases and the cumbersome musical instruments that her aristocratic
French composer husband keeps inventing. And then one evening, a knock on the door brings
some mysterious visitors: three kung fu experts bearing gifts for the baby. When the kung fu
trio go missing (along with some cars), Jane and Charles suddenly find themselves being
interrogated by two French police inspectors who suspect that the kung fu-ers had links to
Muslims Without Borders – an organization dedicated to freeing the brothers wherever they
are in chains, and – ma foi! – that Jane’s mother-in-law may have a hand in the whole thing
too…
Anne Marsella is the translator of French feminist critic Julia Kristeva, and the director of a
creative writing programme at the American University in Paris. Her previous books include
The Lost and Found and Other Stories (NYU Press), Patsy Boone (Editions de la Différence)
and Remedy (Portobello 2007). She lives in Paris and writes in English.
Published (June 2010) · Fiction · 400pp
Translation rights: Portobello Books
Material: finished copies and reviews available now

Also available:
REMEDY
‘This debut novel is one of the most quirky to have hit the shelves
for years – and certainly boasts one of the most unusual and
entertaining heroines’ Alex Clark, Red magazine
Published (Sept 2007) · Fiction · 384pp
World rights (excluding Italy and Serbia): Portobello Books
Material: finished copies and reviews available now
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PORTOBELLO

DIAMOND STAR HALO
Tiffany Murray

‘This book made me smile and feel that life just became several degrees more
enchanting’ Patrick Gale
‘A touching family chronicle with an impeccable soundtrack’ Mark Radcliffe
Halo Llewelyn’s prayers begin ‘Dear God and Otis Redding’ because she and her family live
at Rockfarm, a legendary recording studio that is also a working farm. One midsummer night
in 1977 an American band called Tequila arrives in a beautiful silver bus, and when they and
that summer are gone, they leave behind an equally beautiful baby boy, Fred.
Fred is everybody’s favourite, a golden child, but a child with the man he wants to become
already in his eyes. By seventeen his ambition has propelled him out into the world and into
that stardom that was always his destiny. Up on stage, being screamed at by hundreds of
teenage girls, Fred will always turn his spotlight on Halo in the crowd. That’s the problem
with falling in love with your charismatic almost-brother – it can never be a secret. In the end,
the whole world has to know.
A story of fate, loss and rock ‘n’ roll, Diamond Star Halo shows what happens when a family
and a farm become the breeding ground for fame.
Tiffany Murray is the author of one previous novel, Happy Accidents, which the Daily Mail
judged ‘Inventive, funny and affecting, this is a story that is powerful without being
mawkish.’ She studied at UEA, and has taught Creative Writing there, and in Bath,
Manchester and, most recently, Wales. Happy Accidents was shortlisted for the
Bollinger/Wodehouse Prize for Comic Writing, and in 2005 she received an Arts Council
Award to fund her work. She lives in the Welsh Marches.
Published (January 2010) · Fiction · 384pp
World rights: Portobello Books
Rights sold: Germany (Heyne), Holland (Nijgh & Van Ditmar)
Material: finished copies and reviews available now
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PORTOBELLO

NIMROD’S SHADOW
Chris Paling

‘A comic study in human resilience, Chris Paling’s satisfying yarn … is a novel of ideas
that considers both the way that an artist’s creations can reach down through the years
and the role that the viewer plays in interpreting any work of art’ Financial Times
‘Nimrod’s Shadow is a subtle, teasingly opaque and very humane book about the
importance of art and the unpredictability of life’ Literary Review
Reilly is an impoverished painter who lives alone in a shabby studio, with only his unsold
canvases and his faithful dog Nimrod for company. He seems destined to remain in artistic
obscurity until he learns that the most influential art critic of the time has begun to notice his
talent. But no sooner has he found a patron than the critic is found downed in a local canal
and a trail leads directly back to Reilly. From Reilly’s prison cell in Edwardian London to an
exclusive gallery in contemporary Soho, the clues that lead to the real murderer lie carefully
hidden, until the day when Samantha, a young office assistant, finds herself drawn to one of
Reilly’s pictures and decides to embark on her own investigation.
Steeped in atmosphere and laced with intrigue, Nimrod’s Shadow is a gripping tale of genius,
jealousy, and revenge.
Chris Paling is the author of eight previous novels including Deserters, The Silent Sentry and
The Repentant Morning (all published by Cape/Vintage) and, most recently, Minding
(Portobello 2007). He lives in Brighton.

Published (April 2010) · Fiction · 352pp

World rights: Portobello Books

Material: finished copies and reviews available now

22

GRANTA BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS
SOMEWHERE TOWARDS THE END
Diana Athill
Winner of the Costa Biography Award 2008
Winner of the National Book Critics’ Circle Award for Autobiography 2009
‘She writes as a person of wide-ranging learning, a generalist, a lover of men and animals and a garden
enthusiast, a person intoxicated with life’ Erica Jong, The New York Times Book Review
What is it like to be old? Diana Athill made her reputation as a writer with the candour of her memoirs – her
commitment, in her words, ‘to understand, to be aware, to touch the truth’. Now aged ninety, and freed from any
inhibitions that even she may once have had, she reflects frankly on the losses and occasionally the gains that old
age brings, and on the wisdom and fortitude required to face death. This is a lively narrative of events, lovers and
friendships: the people and experiences that have taught her to regret very little, to resist despondency and to
question the beliefs and customs of her own generation.
Rights sold: US (W W Norton), Holland (Nijgh & Van Ditmar), Brazil (Editora Globo), Italy (Rizzoli), Germany
(Ullstein), Spain (Duomo Ediciones), Bastion Forlag (Norway), UK large print (BBC), UK audio (Orion)

THE PIG THAT WANTS TO BE EATEN
Julian Baggini
Julian Baggini presents 100 thought experiments: short scenarios which pose a problem in a vivid and concrete
way, and invites the reader to think about possible answers for him/herself. Experiments cover identity, religion,
art, ethics, language, knowledge and many more.
Rights sold: Penguin / Plume (US); Piper (Germany); Gummerus (Finland); Alma littera (Lithuania); Flux
(Norway); Rye-Field Publishing Company (China - complex); Hankyoreh Media Company (Korea); KinneretZmora-Dvir Ltd (Israel); Aykiri (Turkey); Relume Dumará / Ediouro Publicações (Brazil); Ripol Classic
Publishing House (Russia); Cairo Editore (Italy); Paidos (Spain); Shanghai Joint Publishing Company (China –
simple); National Center for Translation (Egypt); First Edition (France); Corvina Books (Hungary); Laguna Books
(Serbia); BBC large print (UK)

THE BOOK OF DEAD PHILOSOPHERS:
Simon Critchley
‘This ingenious primer collects potted biographies of 190 dead philosophers, then attempts to extrapolate
their views from the manner of their passing. It’s packed with great stories’ Time Out
Socrates said that ‘the true philosopher makes dying their profession.’ For philosophers down the ages, an
obsession with death has been almost a professional requirement. This book is unique in that it not only looks at
what philosophers have said about death, it also looks at their own manner of dying.
The history of philosophers’ deaths as revealed in these pages contains tales of weirdness, madness, suicide,
murder, bad luck, pathos, and some dark humour: Plato died of a lice infestation; Diogenes died by holding his
breath; Thomas More was beheaded; Diderot choked to death on a strawberry; Nietzsche made a long, soft-brained
and dribbling descent into oblivion after kissing a horse in Turin; Roland Barthes was hit by a laundry truck.
From the self-mocking haikus of the Zen masters to the last words of Christian saints and modern-day sages, this
book contains much to inspire both amusement and reflection. As Critchley brilliantly demonstrates, looking
closely at what great thinkers have said about death in the course of over two thousand years in fact turns out to be
a life-affirming enquiry into the meaning and possibility of human happiness.
Rights sold: US (Vintage), Spain (Santillana), Italy (Garzanti), Greece (Patakis), Brazil (Nova Fronteira), Japan
(Kawade), Turkey (Encore Publications), Holland (Scriptum Publishers), Korea (Imago), Croatia (Naklada
Ljevak), Poland (Farbiarnia), France (Bourin Éditeur), China – simple characters (Shanghai Sanhui)
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HOT FLUSHES, COLD SCIENCE
Louise Foxcroft
Winner of the Longman-History Today Book Award 2009
‘This is one of the most original and important historical studies of recent years … It is a compelling
demonstration of why history matters’ History Today
For over two thousand years, attitudes to the menopause have created dread, shame and confusion. This
meticulously researched and always entertaining book traces the history of ‘the change of life’ from its appearance
in classical texts, to the medical literature of the 18th century, to up-to-the-minute contemporary clinical
approaches. Its progression from natural phenomenon to full-blown pathological condition from the 1700s led to
bizarre treatments and often dangerous surgery, and formalized a misogyny which lingers in the treatment of
menopausal women today. Louise Foxcroft delves into the archives, the boudoir and the Gladstone bag to reveal
the elements that formed the menopause myth: chauvinism, collusion, trial, error and secrecy. She challenges us to
rethink absurd assumptions that have persisted through history – that sex stops at the menopause, or that aging
should be feared. This story belongs to everybody, certainly to every woman. It redresses the myths and captures
the truths about menopause in a powerful, taboo-shattering history.
Louise Foxcroft has a PhD in the History of Medicine from the University of Cambridge. Her first book, The
Making of Addiction: The ‘use and abuse’ of opium in nineteenth-century Britain, was published by Ashgate. She
writes for the Guardian and the London Review of Books and is a Non-Alcoholic Trustee on the General Service
Board of Alcoholics Anonymous, working on AA literature and archive materials.

FALSE DAWN (new edition)
John Gray
In the midst of the current financial crisis, John Gray revisits his brilliant polemic against the forces of global
capitalism and deregulation. Written over ten years ago, False Dawn is a remarkably prescient book, sharply
criticising the greed and unsustainable economic practices which have proved to be the seeds of a world-wide
recession. In a substantial new chapter Gray will consider how the economic landscape has shifted in a decade, and
ask the crucial question: where do we go from here?
Rights sold – new edition: Holland (Ambo Anthos), China – simple (CITIC)
Previous edition: Romania (Editura Humanitas), Lithuania (VAGA Publishers Ltd), Romania (Editura
Humanitas), Italy (Ponte alle Grazie), Greece (Polis Publishers Ltd), Portugal (Gradiva Publicacoes lda), Spain
(Ediciones Paidos Iberia), Germany (Alexander Fest Verlag), Brazil (Editora Record), Turkey (OM Books), Korea
(Chang Publishing Company), Croatia (Masmedia), Czech Republic (Mikulas Hucko), China (Chinese Social
Sciences Publishing House), Japan (Nihon Keizai)

TINTIN AND THE SECRET OF LITERATURE
Tom McCarthy
Herge’s ‘Tintin’ cartoon adventures have been translated into more than fifty languages and read by tens of
millions of children aged, as their publishers like to say, ‘from 7 to 77’. Arguing that their characters are as strong
and their plots as complex as any dreamt up by the great novelists, Tom McCarthy asks a simple question: is
‘Tintin’ literature?
McCarthy takes a cue from Tintin himself, who spends much of his time tracking down illicit radio signals,
entering crypts and decoding puzzles and suggests that we too need to ‘tune in’ and decode if we want to capture
what’s going on in Herge’s work. What emerges is a remarkable story of hushed-up royal descent, in both Herge’s
work and his own family history. McCarthy shows how the themes this story generates - expulsion from home,
violation of the sacred, the host-guest relationship turned sour, and anxieties around questions of forgery and
fakeness - are the same that have fuelled and troubled writers from the classical era to the present day. His startling
conclusion is that Tintin’s ultimate ‘secret’ is that of literature itself.
Tintin and the Secret of Literature should be avidly devoured by not only Tintin lovers but also by anyone with an
interest in literature, philosophy or art.
Tom McCarthy is an artist and writer, and has written several books, articles and essays, including Remainder
and Men in Space. He has had several teaching residencies in art schools and lives in London. His latest novel, C,
has been shortlisted for the 2010 Booker Prize.
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Rights sold: Soft Skull (US), Piemme (Italy), Hachette (France), El Tercer Nombre (Spain), Blumenbar Verlag
(Germany)

A BOOK OF SILENCE
Sara Maitland
‘Sara Maitland has scaled the heights (or is it depths?) of what might be the only frontier humankind will
never conquer and cannot, in spite of itself, destroy – silence … It’s difficult to convey the thrill of A Book of
Silence, an adventure story that doesn’t involve roaring crowds or screaming headlines, doesn’t depict a
heroine climbing high mountains or sailing vast oceans, doesn’t chronicle racing pulses or sweaty palms,
and yet is every bit as awe-inspiring, death-defying and mind-blowing as any trip up Everest. Rarely have I
been so amazed at the splendor of a new landscape unfolding before my eyes, and felt so tense wondering
what was going to happen as this intrepid writer pushed her way across the pages’ New York Times Book
Review
After a noisy upbringing as one of six children, and adulthood as a vocal feminist and mother, Sara Maitland began
to crave silence. Over the past five years, she has spent periods of silence in the Sinai desert, the Australian bush,
and a remote cottage on the Isle of Skye. Her memoir of these experiences is interwoven with the history of silence
through fairy-tale and myth, Western and Eastern religious traditions, the Enlightenment and psychoanalysis, up to
the ambivalence towards silence in contemporary society. Maitland has built a hermitage on an isolated moor in
Galloway, and the book culminates powerfully with her experiences of silence in this new home. A Book of Silence
is a deeply thoughtful, honest and illuminating memoir about a phenomenon too often neglected in the
contemporary world.
Rights sold: US (Counterpoint), Spain (Alba), Estonia (Eesti Päevaleht), Denmark (Pressto), Croatia (Planetopija),
Italy (Cairo Editore), Holland (Scriptum), China – simple characters (Changjiang Literature & Art Publishing
House), Sweden (Cordia), Portugal (Estrela Polar)

THE PHILOSOPHER AND THE WOLF: Lessons from the Wild on Love, Death and Happiness
Mark Rowlands
‘The year’s most original and instructive work of popular philosophy … a remarkable portrait of the bond
that can exist between a human being and a beast’ Financial Times
When Mark Rowlands was 27 and a young professor of philosophy, he bought a wolf cub. It was the beginning of
a relationship that would come to define Rowlands’s life, and shape his thinking. Beginning with Brenin’s
exuberant, destructive puppyhood and ending with his death 11 years later, The Philosopher and the Wolf is the
remarkable account of a friendship that transcended the species barrier, and a fascinating examination of joy,
strength, and the essential nature of the human animal.
Rights sold: Italy (Mondadori), Spain (Seix Barral), Germany (Hardcover: Rogner & Bernhard, Paperback: Piper),
Portugual (Lua de Papel), Brazil (Editora Objetiva), Holland (De Bezige Bij), Sweden (Forum), US (Pegasus),
China – simple characters (Rye Field Publishing), China – complex characters (Jinghua), France (Editions Belfond
/ Pocket), Japan (Hakusuisha Publishers Co. Ltd), Korea (Ire), Poland (WAB), Greece (Ekdoseis tou Eikostou
Protou)

CORVUS: A Life with Birds
Esther Woolfson
‘An enchanting memoir of a life spent with an inquisitive magpie and sociable rook as ’pets’ … Woolfson is
aware that she mustn’t anthropomorphise these familiar birds but reading her beautifully warm prose it’s
impossible not to. The nature book of the year by some margin’ Metro
Corvus is delightful account of sharing a home with birds. Esther Woolfson has been fascinated by birds,
especially corvids, since her daughter rescued a fledgling rook sixteen years ago. That rook – named Chicken – has
lived with the family ever since. Other birds have also taken their place in the household – a magpie, starling,
parrot and the inhabitants of an outdoor dovecote. Living with birds has allowed Woolfson to learn aspects of bird
behaviour which would otherwise have been impossible to know – the way they happily become part of the
structure of a family, how they communicate, their intelligence, their astonishing empathy. Her account of her
experiences is funny and touching and beautifully written, and gives fascinating insights into the closeness human
beings can achieve with wild creatures.
Rights Sold: US (Counterpoint), Brazil (Editora Record), Poland (WAB)
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WE ARE IRAN
Nasrin Alavi
‘If ever there was a book that gave a voice to a country buried beneath decades of misrepresentation,
isolation and war, this is it. You hear the voices of today’s Iran with a purity and diversity that is
astounding. It could not come at a more important moment’ Rageh Omaar
A unique composite picture of what it’s really like to live, work, love and blog in Iran. We Are Iran is a seamlessly
edited, multi-voiced portrait of contemporary Iran, translated from Farsi, using that nation’s weblogs as its primary
source. Iran has more web diarists than most countries, and in cyberspace many Iranians find a freedom to express
opinions that is not available to them in print. Theirs is not the Iran of bearded ayatollahs and thuggish militias, but
a country that has educated itself to the point where it finds the Islamist fundamentalists antiquated, and where
70% of the population is under 30 and keen to usher in a new Iran. Their voices – infused with Persian lyricism –
are refreshing, utterly at odds with the grim vision of the country normally purveyed in the West. They talk of their
conflicts with the law, the condition of women, of repression and its subversion, the police and media, of singing
and dancing, of snatched romance and nostalgia for lost heroes.
Rights sold: Finland (Avain), Holland (Meulenhoff), Turkey (Aykiri), Germany (Kiepenheuer & Witsch)

THE SETTLER’S COOKBOOK: A memoir of love, migration and food
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown
‘Full of rich delicious prose, and even more delicious recipes, this wonderful story of one Indian family, and
the memories and meals they shared over generations, gives fresh meaning to the term “soul food”‘ Meera
Syal
A warm, personal memoir from one of Britain’s most high-profile and vocal immigrants – a mouth-watering
exploration of the author’s East African Indian roots through the shared experience of cooking. Through the
personal story of Yasmin’s family and the food and recipes they’ve shared together, The Settler’s Cookbook will
tell the history of the Indian migration to the UK, via East Africa. Her family was part of the mass exodus from
India to East Africa during the height of British expansion, fleeing famine and lured by the prospect of prosperity
under the imperial regime. In 1972, they were one of the many families expelled from Uganda by Idi Amin who
moved to the UK, where Yasmin has made her home with an Englishman. The food she cooks now, in one of the
world’s most ethnically-diverse cities, combines the traditions and tastes of her family’s hybrid history. Here
you’ll discover how Shepherd’s Pie is much enhanced by sprinkling in some chilli, Victoria sponge can be
wonderfully enlivened by saffron and lime juice, and the addition of ketchup to a curry can be life-changing…
Rights sold: Italy (Neri Pozza)

TEENAGERS: A natural history
David Bainbridge
Why do teenagers need so much sleep? Why do their feet begin to smell? Why are they suddenly attracted to sex,
drugs and rock and roll? This book gives you the biological, anthropological, zoological, and cultural answers.
During the second decade of human life, the body and brain undergo a profound and complex transformation, with
emotions and intellect changing as rapidly and unpredictably as weight and height. These changes can be baffling
– to teenagers and to those around them alike – but adolescence plays an important evolutionary role in who we
become as adults and there are hard scientific facts behind the spots, the smells, and the sexual experimentation, as
well as the existential angst, the anger, and the irresistible attraction to all the things that are bad for you. In clear,
engaging and amiable prose, David Bainbridge explains the strange and wonderful science of the teenage years.
Rights sold: Italy (Einaudi), Germany (Spektrum Akademischer Verlag), Spain (Duomo Ediciones), Holland
(Thomas Rap), Portugal (Guerra & Paz Editores), US / Canada (Greystone Books), Turkey (Can Yayinlari)
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AFRICA: Altered States, Ordinary Miracles
Richard Dowden
With a foreword by Chinua Achebe
‘A masterly overview of the world’s most troubled continent … The depth of Dowden’s knowledge and
connection with his subject is hugely impressive … On a more personal level this is a story of Dowden’s love
for the continent … That love makes this book soar … This is non-fiction writing at its most authentic’ Tim
Butcher, author of Blood River
The finest living Africa correspondent delivers, after a lifetime’s close observation of the miraculous continent, a
landmark book on life and death in modern Africa.
Richard Dowden has now, after thirty five years on the continent, written a memoiristic history of its peoples’
experiences in the wake of the European withdrawal and the superpowers’ arrival. He has been present at each of
the continent’s major crises and writes illuminatingly about them, but he is as passionate about the warmth,
wisdom and joy he has encountered in peacetime, and the diversity of habits, attitudes and purposes to which he
has been Britain’s best witness. His book is no less than a benchmark publication on this most misunderstood and
mishandled of continents.
Rights sold: Holland (Omniboek), France (Nevicata), Sweden (Leopard)

THE SNOW TOURIST
Charlie English
‘This is a finely written and many-sided account of the fascination – both fearful and loving – that we have
for snow. Charlie English deftly weaves together history, reportage, travelogue and memoir into a gentle,
erudite and at times beautiful book’ Robert Macfarlane
In this unique book, part eulogy, part history, part travelogue, Charlie English goes in search of the best snow on
the planet. Along the way he explains the extraordinary hold this commonplace phenomenon has over us, and
reveals the ongoing drama of our relationship with it. Combining on-the-slopes experience with off-piste research,
Charlie English’s journey begins with the magical moment when his two-year old son sees snow for the first time,
before setting off in the footsteps of the Romantic poets over the Alps, following the sled-tracks of the Inuit across
Greenland, and meeting up with a flurry of fellow enthusiasts, from snow-making scientists in Japan and global
warming experts at Caltech to plough drivers in Alaska. This is a book for anyone who reaches for their mittens at
the sight of the first flake.
Rights sold: German (Rogner & Bernhard), Italy (Donzelli Editore), US/Canada (Counterpoint), Korea (TEXT
Publishing Co)

DAYS OF GRACE
Catherine Hall
Chosen as one of Waterstone’s ‘New Voices for 2009’
‘Ghosts both contemporary (Sarah Waters) and classic (Daphne du Maurier) hover around this striking
and, finally, chilling novel of wartime passion and repression … her writing has a terse and fierce precision
that tightens into tragic fury’ Boyd Tonkin, Independent
A tautly-plotted and suspenseful debut about an intense war-time friendship, a suppressed passion, a jealous crime,
and a corrosive secret kept for decades. Nora is just twelve when the Second World War breaks out and she joins
the train-loads of evacuees leaving London’s East End for the safety of rural Kent. Her surrogate family, the
Rivers, are unlike anyone she has met before and she soon comes to love her new life with them, in particular with
their daughter Grace. As the Spitfires rage ever more fiercely overhead, and it becomes clear that the Rivers’
marriage contains deep and irreparable cracks, the friendship between Nora and Grace intensifies and they grow as
close as sisters – though, to Nora’s confusion, even this is not quite as close as she would like.
What happened next is a secret that will gnaw away at Nora for the rest of her life – a secret that she can only
begin to tell when she is certain that she is approaching the end.
Rights sold: US / Canada (Viking), Holland (De Bezige Bij); China – simple (Hubei Tianyi), China – complex
(Cite Publishing Ltd), UK large print (BBC); UK audio (Oakhill)
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BITE! A Vampire Handbook
Kevin Jackson
Arm yourself with garlic, stake and crucifix, for the vampires are back in force – at the top of the bestseller lists,
on your TV, on the web and lurking in darkened cinemas. But where did they come from? Why have they come
back now? And how can you tell if you are one? Beginning with the first sightings of bats and blood-sucking in the
Romantic period, Bite! follows the undead’s progress through the ages, right up to the present. Alongside mini
essays, anecdotes, facts and figures, each section will be punctuated with lists, such as the best places around the
world for vamp tourism; rock songs with vampire allusions; box-office revenues for vamp movies; the top 10
Vampire clubs, video-games, vampire brides, as well as reliable and unreliable methods of killing a vampire.
Rights sold: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer)

STUFFED & STARVED: Markets, power and the hidden battle for the world food system
Raj Patel
We have so much choice over what we eat today because rural communities the world over have had their choices
taken away. To understand how our supermarket shopping makes us complicit in a system that routinely denies
freedom to the world’s poorest, and how we ourselves are poisoned by these choices, we need to think about the
way our food comes to us. Stuffed and Starved takes a long and wide view of food production, to show how we all
suffer the consequences of a food system cooked to a corporate recipe. This is also the story of the fight against the
unthinking commerce that brings it to us. In the wrecked paddy fields of India, in the soy deserts of Brazil, in the
maize ejidos of Mexico, the supermarket aisles of California, French McDonald’s and Italian kitchens, there’s a
worldwide resistance against unhealthy control of the food system.
Rights sold: Australia/NZ (Schwartz), Spain – excl Latin America (Los Libros del Lince), Latin America (Marea
Editorial), Holland (Baijens Books), Italy (Feltrinelli), Korea (Younglim), China – simple (Oriental Press), China –
complex (Global Group Holdings), India – English language (HarperCollins India); Japan (Sakuhinsha)
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